What is Body Condition Score?

iody condition score gives us a snapshot i time of the animal's erergy status. This indicates how well the animal is doing based on pro-
{!uc(uon stage and diet. Body cendition score shauld ke assessed on cows at different times of the year so that you can make managament
decisions based on their current condition. The three mast critical times of the year are at calving, mid-lactation and mid-late gestation.
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Hips: no palpable fat Rilbs & Spine: ro palpable fat
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Igentifialzle buk with rounded adgaes, some palpable fat along
spine and over dorsal portion of ribs Shoulder: front of
shoulder is slighthy pointed Brisket: some palpable fat cover
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56 percent of BCS I cows bacams pregnant after 75-day bresding season.
According to a study conducted, in part, by Ryon \Walleer, PhoD, at Louisiana
State Lnivarsity, the ideal body sondition score for breeding cows is § or

& The rate of pregnancy aftes & 75-day breeding season was 88 percent

in cows with a BCS of 5 and 8% percent in cows with a BCS of 6. Rates
dropped te 56 percent in cows with a BCS of 3

Hips: wary spongy fat cover, developing pones (fat pockets)
Ribs & Spine: ribs and spine not visible, very spongy Shoulder: very
spongy, hard to distirgush front of shouldar Brisket: vary sporday
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&7 parcent of BCS 7 cows became pragnant after a 75-day breading seasen. HIPS

Palpable fat cover i detected ovar hips with some
signs of fat pockets developing around the tail head.

Spinet cxcessively spongy along back and over ribs, no bonas 75-DAY BREEDING SEASON
datectable Shoulder: axcessively spongy, shoulder leoks blocky

9 Hips: tall haadt and hips buried In fatty tssue, pones are protruding
Ribs &
Briskel: axcessive armaunt of fat harging batwaen front kgs PREGMNANCY RATES

RIBS & SPINE

Dovaloping 8 spongy feel over
ribs and spine Spine is not
wisibbe, but the last two ribs are
still wisibla.

BRISKET

SHOULDER

Some palpable fat cover
is developing. The front of
the shoulder |5 roundad, not
pointed.

Starting te develop palpable fat cover in tha brisket. Fat cover
is smooth to the lock with no developing fat pockets yet.
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When to Assess

The three mast critical times of the year to
assess body conditien scora are at calving,
mid-lactation and mid-late gestation.

BCS AT CALVING

Many studies have correlated cow BCS
at calving and the likelihood of gatting
pregnant during the brecding season. For
axampla, cows Ina BES of 5 oF greater
have a bather chance of gatting bred early
during the breeding season compared with
cows in a BCS of lass than 5. In additien,
cows that have too much condition or fat
cover (BCS greater than 75 can have lowear
pragnancy rates, This snapshot at calving
can allow you to make adjiustments in diet
based on the time of year and calving
season (spring or fall) to improve a
cow's plane of nutrition and body
conditien prior to the breeding
season. Young lactating females
that are thin at calving will strug-
gle ta improve their bady condi-
thon prior 1o breading, unlass thay
ara on full feed

BCS AT MID-LACTATION

Buring mid-lactation, the breading season is
typically wrapping up. For spring-calvirg cows,
WENTI-5RAE0N Orasses are starting to decraass
in guality because of lack of meisture and hat
temgaratures. This time of year will alow yeu to
adjust your sUMImer arazing stratagy nd detar
mire if supplementation or other managemant
dackions ana neadad, For fal-calvirg cows, its
the middle of winter. Based on the conditicn
s00ra of your Sows, you may nead te adjust
YO BURDRMEentation orearam. At thi produs:
tion phase, it is critical that condition scores be
avakated in yourger producing females, such
as lactating 2- and Z-year-clds. Oftentimes in
SPRANG-CalvIng Cows, warm-season foraoe qual-
Ity Is not sufficlent to mest the requirements for
lactation and growth of a lactating 2-year-cld.
Thus, most of those youraer famales will bagin
to bose body weight and condition, which will
CarTY owar Into the next calving season. You
rnay want to conslder early waaning tha young
lactating fernales if this cccurs.

BCS AT MID-LATE GESTATION

Mid=late gastation is the mest critical and
mast convenient time to body condition
soofe, This is typically done at waaning

ar a follow-up working after weaning
whare cows are palpated for pragnancy,
dewormad and pessibly vascinated, AL this
stage, cows are approximately three to four
months prior 0o calving, which allows the
apportunity to adjust management so the
majerity of cows calva in a BCS range of 5
to B Cows can then ba serted Into a fleshy
and thin group using BCS, if pastures and
rasourcas allow. This prevants overfaading
ar underfeeding certain groups, which ulti-
mataly saves manay
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